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AgroN  urban  ^district  . 


COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

ALTON. 

1st  September,  1949. 


To 

The  Chairman  and  Members, 

ALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I be*'  to  submit  the  Annual  Public  Health  Report 
for  the  Alron  Urban  District  for  the  year  1948. 

The  Health  Services  of  the  town  have  been  maintained 
at  a most  satisfactory  level  and  all  questions  concerning 
health  have  received  prompt  attention. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  with  the  ezceotion 
of  Measles  has  been  low  and  the  statistical  figures  for  The 
year  under  report  compare  most  favourably  with  those  for  the 
Country  as  a whole.  "The  town  remained  very  healthy  through- 
out the  year. 

The  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  held  by  me 
throughout'  the  year. 

...  % grateful  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  G.H.  Webb  and 
Mr.  W.C.  Berryman  for  their  valuable  help  and  co-operation. 

I am  also  muon  indebted  to  the  entire  Public  Health  Staff 
for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their 
duties. 


Yours  f ai t hf  ully , 

T.D.  MURISQN. 

Lt.  Col.  I.M.S.  (Rotd*) 


L.R.C 


.s. 


& P.  (Sdin. ) L.R.F.S.  & P.  (Glas. ) 
D.P.H.  (Sdin.) 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH , 
ALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 9_4  8. 


ALTON URBAN DISTRICT. 

AREA 

4,085  Acres. 

RATEABLE  VALUE 

£59,482, 

SUM  REPxRESENTSD  BY  A PENNY  RATE 

£269. 

POPULATION 

8,033. 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 

2,282. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(1)  BIBIBS. 

Live  Birtha, 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Mala* 

Esmalc-. 

Total* 

69 

74 

143 

5 

2 

7_ 

150. 

Rate  per  1.000  of  estimated  oopulation  v 18.70 
Rate  per  1,000  population  (England  & Wales)  17.9 


Siill-Sixtlia* 

Legitimate 
I ^legitimate 


Msla*  Een&lii*  Tsial* 

12  3 


3. 


=»=5  =»=* 


Rato  per  1.000  Total  Births  (Live  & still)  19.60 
Rate  per  1.000  Total  Births  (Live  & still) 

England  & Wales  .42 


(11)  DEATHS  : - 


Mala*  Esmala*  X&&U 


All  .causes..  53 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
average  population 
Rate  per  I,0tXT  estimated 
average  copulation 
(Eng Land"  & Wales ) 


56  109 

13.59 

10.8 


Maisrn* „ 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  causes 
Rate  per  1.000  total 
(Live  & Still)  England 
& Wales 


Nil. 

Nil. 

0.00 


Iniani-Maclalit^  (Deaths  under  1 Year). 

Legit  inate  3 2 5 

Illegitimate  - 


Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

11  11  It  11  11  11  ^ 11  11  H 

(England  & Wales) 

Dsaihs-lrsm, _ 

Cancer  (all  ages]  2D. 

Measles  " " Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  ) Nil. 


33.33 

34.00 


jQaUS&a.  .Qj.JDi3a.tJl  : - 

1.  Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fever 

2.  Cerebro -Spinal  Fever 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whoooing  Cough 

5.  Diohliheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  (Resoiratory) 

7.  11  (Non-respiratory ) 

8.  Syohilis 

9.  Influenza 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  & Polio- 

encephalitis 

12.  Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  (Buccal  cavity  & Oesophagus] 

14.  Cancer  (stomach) 

15.  Causer  (breast ) 

16.  Cancer  (all  other  sites) 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intra -cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

19.  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

24.  Ulcer  (Stomach  & Duodenum) 

25.  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 

26.  Aopendicitis 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  or  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

30.  Other  Maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  Birth 

32.  Congenital  malformations,  Birth 

Injury  & Infantile  Disease 

33.  Suicide 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes 


Females*  TnJal* 


1 

1 

2 


3 

8 

2 

19 

4 
3 
1 
2 
1 


1 

3 


3 
1 
1 

4 
1 
9 

11 

3 

1 

3 


1 

2 

4 


3 

2 

1 

6 


1 

1 

•*» 

2 


3 

4 
1 

12 

1 

11 

30 

7 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 


5 

2 

1 

1 

9 


53. 


56. 


109. 


The  total  number  of  Notifications  for  Infectious  Diseases 
during  the  year,  exc luding  TuWpcuIoqis  was  192.  Measles  and 
Cmigh  accounts  for  130  and  33  Not  l fictions  respective- 
ly. No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year".  A 
total  of  10  cases  of  Tuberculosis , i,e.  Pulmonary  (9)&od 
pulmonary  (1)  were  notified  during  the  year.  TL»r*  was  a 
total  of  50  cases  both  Pulmonary  and  non-Puiraonary  Tuberculosis 
on  the  Register  at  the  31st  December  1948. 
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A total  of  404  Immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
i.e.  96  Primary  and  308  Re-inforcing  or  Booster  Injections* 

There  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria  m the  tovn  during  the  year* 

USSJM&ZmSl 

This  continues  to  remain  a serious  problem  m the  town.  My 
remarks  in  this  respect  as  stated  in  the  Annual  Public  Health 
Report  for  1947  apply  with  equal  force  for  1948. 

webjsezh: 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  has  been  satisfactory  both  in 
regard  to  quantify  and  quality  during  the  year.  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  examinations  of  water  entering  the  supply  and 
also  of  that  after  treatment  by  Chlorination  were  regularly 
undertaken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  cases.  The  water 
supplied  is  not  liable  to  plumbo -solvent  action.  A very  large 
percentage  of  houses  in  the  area  are  served  with  a direct  mains 
supply.  Those  houses  served  by  standpipes  are  gradually  being 
reduced  and  served  direct  by  mams  as  materials  become  available* 
The  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  Beech  is  still  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  A local  enquiry  has  been 
held  and  further  details  and  amendments  are  being  prepared  for 
submission. 

Elms.  MILSEBSAffi  : - 

Inspectors  of  the  Conservancy  Board  have  made  inspections  of 
the  Outfall  .jorks  and  have  also  taken  samples  of  the  effluent, 

SHERAG2  : - 

The  Sewage  Works,  though  heavily  overloaded  produces  a fair 
effluent.  A scheme  of  treatment  of  sewage  by  the  Alternate 
Double  Filtration  Process  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  Their  observations  are  awaited. 

musLsmssm 

Collection  of  house  refuse  and  salvage  and  the  scavenging  and 

the  cleansing  of  roads  and  foot  paths  continue  to  bo  carriea  out 
regularly. 

SCHQQIS  ... 

Inspections  of  t he  Sanitary  Accoranotation  and  Water  Supply 
of  Schools  have  been  regularly  made  during  the  year. 

E&CrQBI  IS 

All  Factories  have  been  kept  under  regular  observation  during 
the  year.  It  v/a s necessary  to  serve  one  formal  notice  in 
respect  of  defective  fire  precautions. 

mmjmm  : - 

During  the  year  a total  of  1,281  surveys  of  properties  were 
carried  out  and  196  infestations  dealt  with  as  well  as  regular 
treatment  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Tests  and  poison  bait- 
ing of  sewers  were  also  undertaken. 

DISINFECTIONS  : - 

A total  of  6 disinfections  were  carried  out,  i.e.  Scarlet 
Fever  (2)  Tuberculosis  \2)  and  Cancer  (2).  In  all  cases  bedding 
was  disinfected. 
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BOUSING:  : - 

(l)  Ins  met  ion  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

(lj  a.  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  97. 

b.  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  97. 

c.  Number  of  inspections  of  Council  Houses 

for  repairs  and  cleanliness  349. 


(iij  a.  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  Nil. 

b.  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil. 

(iii)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  2. 

(iv)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  33. 

(ll)  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  23. 

Ill)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 «- 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  Formal  Notice 

(a)  By  Owrers  7. 

(b)  By  Council  in  default  of  owners  8. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936.  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

, Act  19  3o.  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Part  IV  of  the  Housing 

Act  1936c  Nil. 


During  the  year  207  re-ins  oect  ions  of  mrks  and  repairs  to 
Houses , including  Council  property,  have  been  made. 

IMmQlUfflL  £LmiISIQNJ)OUiffl  s - 


(a)  MID LSB2BLX, 

Regular  inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have  been  made 
ana  formal  action  was  necessary  in  one  case  during  the  year. 

(b) 

All  animals  slaughtered  at  the  two  Ministry  Sla ighterhouses 
were  inspected.  "No  complaints  have  been  received  in  respect 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Slaughterhouses.  Full  co-operation  has 
been  received  both  from  the  officials  and  the  slaughtermen. 
The  number  of  animals, inspected  before  slaughter, were  - 
Cattle  (907)  Calves  (8311.  Sheep  Cl,019),  Pigs  (71)  and  a 
minimum  of  320  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle  | | Sheep 

excluding  ! Cows  'Calves!  and 
-Hows.  ! ! Lambs 

Pigs 

LNumber_killed  f if  known ) 

907  - 831  1 1019 

71 

Number  inspected  ! 907  - 831  -1019  71 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

£ 

Cows 

i 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lanfcs 

Pigs 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

3 

2 

1 

398 

2 

8 

11 

44.31 

.48 

.87 

15.49 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

10 

1 

98 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

11.9 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

£ Cows  were  not  separated  from  cattle. 

Bakeries  ar.d’T’do d o nops~Bave*TGen  kcpIT unde?  close  supervision 
and  all  unfit  food  found  has  been  condemned  and  destroyed. 


The  provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  area  remain  the  same 
as  in  the  past.  Their  existence  has  been  of  incalcuable  value 
to  the  General  Public.  They  include  the  services  of  Local 
Authority  Officers  such  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers, 
Dental  Surgeons,  Inspectors  of  Food  & Drugs,  Health  Visitors, 
District  Nurse  and  Midwife. 


The  Local  Authority  has  provided  Laboratory  Facilities  for  the 
Chemical  & Bacteriological  Analysis  of  all  Food  Stuffs,  Milk  and 
Water  aid  also  for  the  examination  of  all  Clinical  Material.  An 
Ambulance  Service  is  maintained  both  for  the  transportation  of 
infectious  cases  and  for  cases  of  accident. 


The  Local  Authority  has  provided  Welfare  Centres,  Anti-natal 
and  Orthopaedic  Clinics  and  facilities  exist  for  Nursing  in  the 
Home  by  the  provision  of  a District  Nurse  and  Midwife. 

The  Inwood  Cottage  Hospital  and  Isolation  Hospital  meet  all 
requirements  of  the  town/ 

The  Local  Authority  have  made  provision  for  the  treatment  and 
care  of  maternity,  small -pox,  orthopaedic,  puerpural  and  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  cases  which  can  be  admitted  to  appropriate  Institutions 
outside  the  area.  Sanitoria  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  exist  at  Chandlers  Ford  and  Bishopstoke  and  to  which 
cases  from  the  area  can  be  admitted. 


Two  Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes  naintained  by  private  enterprise 
are  situated  in  the  area.  ‘ These  premises  are  registered  and 
regularly  inspected  by  Officers  of “ the  Local  Authority.  The  regular 
inspection  of  ‘‘Boarded  out''  Children  is  carried  out  by  Officers  of 
the  Local  Authority  and  the  submission  of  necessary  returns  in 
regard  to  new  admissions  is  made  to  the  Local  Authority. 
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